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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, next week I
will be leading a bipartisan delegation to the
nation of Haiti. I have been there many times
in the last five years, and never before have
I seen obstacles of nation-building so substan-
tial and the determination of a people so fo-
cused.

In December 1990, Jean-Bertrand Aristide
was elected president in the first democratic
elections Haiti ever held. He overwhelmingly
defeated all the other candidates, including the
U.S.-backed candidate. Less than one year
later, in September 1991, he was overthrown
by a military coup d’etat. The international
community responded with a massive embar-
go to try to squeeze power from the grip of the
junta.

During the years of the military regime, Haiti
suffered under horrible human rights condi-
tions. The terror that people thought they had
put behind them in 1986 and 1987 when the
Duvalier dictatorship ended and a new con-
stitution was formed returned with a new
vengeance. Supporters of democracy were
harassed by attachés and the FAHD, as the
Haitian army was called. Worst of all, as many
as 5000 people were killed by a paramilitary
organization called FRAPH, led by a U.S. in-
telligence contact named Emmanuel ‘‘Toto’’
Constant.

By 1994, President Clinton decided that this
was too much and it was time to act. On Sep-
tember 19, U.S. troops led a multi-national
force in Operation Uphold Democracy that re-
stored Haiti’s legitimately elected government
to power.

It soon became obvious, though, that Haiti’s
challenges had just begun.

For one, Haiti had to figure out what to do
with a military that was 7,000 soldiers strong.
It managed to abolish that corrupt institution
and build an interim public safety force with
the help of the international community. Since
then Haiti has been working with the United
States and the international community to
build a civilian police force that respects the
rule of law and human rights while gaining the
confidence of the population. Now the police
force is 6,500 officers strong, and the U.S. is
largely responsible for training 5,200 of them.

Haiti also had to revitalize an economy that
had been ravaged by a massive drug trade, a
constant flow of contraband, and the flight of
private investment in the face of the embargo.
Today real GDP growth is hovering around 3
to 5 percent, inflation is down to a remarkable
7 percent, and exports are up 44 percent.
Many economic reforms have taken place,
and the government is ebbing toward dialogue
with those popular organizations, unions, and
people who have an interest in seeing that
they occur in the least harmful way, and with
the greatest democratic input. Economic re-
forms need to happen, but they will only be
successful with the full consent and participa-
tion of those most profoundly affected by
them.

Haiti also discovered that political interests
that had united around Aristide before and
during the coup began fragmenting, creating a
diversity of views but also a new kind of politi-

cal confusion. This confusion has culminated
in a political paralysis that has left Haiti with-
out a prime minister for over a year now.

I am going to Haiti with my good colleagues,
Mr. DELAHUNT from Massachusetts and Mr.
CHRISTENSEN from Nebraska in the hopes that
we can gain some insight into the crisis, offer
our thoughts, and describe to them what I
think is happening here in Washington with re-
gard to Haiti. Mr. Speaker, I think Haiti has
slipped from the radar screen of many in Con-
gress, which I think is very problematic. I also
think it is clear that those in Congress who do
follow Haiti closely are terribly frustrated with
this enduring political crisis that has dragged
on for so long.

This delegation is going to Haiti because we
believe a political solution is necessary and
possible. I hope the American people and the
Congress are prepared to give this fragile de-
mocracy the attention it deserves. We need to
do everything we can to make sure this nation
succeeds and that the hard fought gains of the
democratic movements of the 1980’s are not
turned back. Let’s keep hope alive in Haiti.
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Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, I want to take this
opportunity to recognize my friend Bill McDon-
ald, a constituent from Douglas, Arizona, who
earlier this month was awarded a prestigious
‘‘genius grant’’ by the John D. and Catherine
T. MacArthur Foundation. I can’t think of any-
one more deserving of this recognition, for I
have seen the fruits of Bill’s particular vision
and genius first hand.

Bill and I have a few things in common: We
both grew up on family ranches in southeast-
ern Arizona, and we both have an abiding
faith in the bedrock values of hard work, indi-
vidual liberty, and personal responsibility. We
also share a love for the land which, in Bill’s
case, has sustained his family for five genera-
tions.

To appreciate the true significance of the
accomplishment for which Bill has been recog-
nized, one must first understand that there is
a real Range War raging through the Amer-
ican West today. It is a classic conflict that pits
certain environmentalists against the cattle
ranching industry, and federal land managers
have been caught in the crossfire.

Bill decided to reject the old paradigm and
try something new. With true pioneering spirit,
he established the Malpai Borderlands Group,
a group of neighboring ranchers whose prop-
erties, along with adjacent public lands, com-
prise about one million acres of contiguous
territory in southeastern Arizona and south-
western New Mexico.

Under Bill’s leadership, and in cooperation
with various federal land management agen-
cies, conservationists and scientists, the
Malpai Borderlands Group ranchers have de-
veloped an innovative, voluntary land manage-
ment strategy. They also have funded pro-
grams to identify and protect endangered spe-
cies on their land.

Through a unique, cooperative grass bank-
ing program, participating ranchers are per-
mitted to graze their cattle on one another’s

property. This eliminates problems, such as
erosion and habitat destruction, that can result
from overgrazing.

Group members also have pooled resources
to support experimental land management
programs, including the replanting of native
grasses. And they have agreed to establish
permanent conservation easements to prevent
the open range from being subdivided for resi-
dential development.

Bill and his neighbors have demonstrated
that cattle ranching can be both economically
rewarding and ecologically responsible. And
the Malpai Borderlands Group that he founded
is proof positive that ranchers, acting with en-
lightened self interest, can be the best stew-
ards of the land they love.
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Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.

Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to a valiant
peace officer who time and time again over
his long career in law enforcement dem-
onstrated bravery and self-sacrifice.

Officer Thomas A. Porter, a native of the
great Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
showed from an early age his devotion to law
enforcement—working as a teenage Junior
Deputy to educate his school peers about the
dangers of drug abuse. While working his way
through the University of Alabama, Officer
Porter received high honors in the fields of
criminal justice, social work, and public rela-
tions, and served as an intern to a state su-
preme court judge and future U.S. Senator.

But it was in his chosen field of law enforce-
ment that Officer Porter most distinguished
himself.

His first assignment came with the
Hyannisport Police Department on Cape Cod,
where he served and protected every resident
of the community, including the members of
my family. During his tenure on the
Hyannisport force, Officer Porter, in complete
disregard for his own safety, broke down the
door of a burning house and rescued an 82-
year-old man.

Officer Porter left Cape Cod for Winter-
green, Virginia, Police Department, where he
continued to compile an outstanding record,
uncovering a notorious burglar ring and work-
ing on special assignment with the Secret
Service and the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tions.

Officer Porter’s law-enforcement career
came to a tragic and premature close in 1992.
While confronting a suspect in a breaking-and-
entering investigation, he was run over by the
suspect’s vehicle and suffered spinal cord inju-
ries and several broken bones. He was para-
lyzed for almost two years but through reha-
bilitation has been able to regain partial mobil-
ity. Throughout the period of his convales-
cence, Officer Porter has served as an inspira-
tion to fellow disabled officers.

In recognition of his selfless duty and will-
ingness—at any moment of danger—to give
his last full measure of devotion, the National
Trust of Chiefs of Police Association voted
earlier this year to award Officer Porter the Le-
gion of Honor Medal as well as the Silver Star
for Bravery.
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